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Research Statement 
 
 The wars in Afghanistan and Iraq severely challenged the broadly held assumption that 
superior military might is sufficient to achieve U.S. foreign policy objectives.  These conflicts 
compelled strategic thinkers to more fully consider the nature, scope, and sources of power in 
international politics.  Most importantly, America’s turbulent experience in Afghanistan and Iraq 
drove the development of alternative, population-centric approaches to conflict, and highlighted 
the prominent role foreign publics play in shaping foreign policy outcomes.  This shift in 
emphasis from engaging threats to engaging populations spurred my curiosity in the strategic 
relevance of foreign publics, global public opinion, public diplomacy and the impact of cyber 
technology on international relations. 
   
 The Global Information Age provides good reason to believe that the public’s power to 
affect change across the international system is on the cusp of ever-greater expansion.  My 
research on foreign publics and global public opinion is motivated by the fact that during the past 
twenty-five years there has been a significant shift in informational capabilities across the globe.  
Due to the spread of cyber technology (computer, cellular and Internet services) individual 
citizens enjoy an unprecedented capacity to access, store, and transmit information.  This 
phenomenon, the diffusion of information, complements what Joseph Nye (2011) refers to as a 
“diffusion of power” from governments to the public and underscores why understanding what 
shapes global public opinion is an increasingly key component of U.S. foreign policy.  Despite 
the growing relevance of this topic, there is a dearth of research that examines how foreign 
publics affect international outcomes, or how the spread of cyber technology empowers and 
shapes global public opinion, and subsequently, informs U.S. grand strategy.   
 
 My dissertation, entitled “Grand Strategy in the Information Age:  An Examination of 
Global Cyber Technology and the Rise of Public Capacity,” addresses this gap and establishes a 
rich agenda for future research and publishing.  There are three chapters in my dissertation that I 
am preparing to publish as independent articles.  In the first chapter entitled, “Does Foreign 
Public Opinion Matter?:  Global Cyber Technology and the Logic of Three-Level Games” I 
model foreign publics as discrete actors distinct from their governments.  This model highlights 
the increasingly influential role of foreign publics in the twenty-first century security 
environment and demonstrates the strategic imperative for governments to account for domestic 
opinion as well as the opinion of foreign publics.  In a second chapter I presented at the 
American Political Science Association annual meeting entitled, “What Shapes Global Public 
Opinion on American Foreign Policy,” I examine how a state’s security and material interests, 
and cultural values and beliefs affect a foreign public’s opinion of the United States.  Identifying 
these factors is the first step I take to construct a model of global public opinion. 
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 In a third chapter I am presenting at the International Security Studies and Arms Control 
annual conference, I examine the relationship between global public opinion and the recent 
proliferation of cyber technology—computer, cellular, and Internet service—across the globe.  In 
this study, I introduce my key concept, public capacity—the level of cyber technology available 
to a nation-state’s citizens.  One question of central importance is whether or not a foreign 
public’s opinion becomes more or less malleable as the public’s capacity to access and exchange 
information increases.  Are public diplomacy efforts more or less effective at swaying global 
opinion as public capacity increases?  What means of influence most effectively sway a foreign 
public’s opinion?  I plan to send each of these three projects out for review in the Spring of 2017. 
 
 In a fourth project entitled, “Public Capacity and the Danger of War” that I am presenting 
at the International Studies Association annual conference I explore the relationship between the 
spread of cyber technology and international conflict.  This project builds on Edward Mansfield 
and Jack Snyder’s (1995) extension of the democratic peace.  Their research acknowledges that 
democratic reform enhances peace in the long term, but that the transition period to democracy is 
fraught with the potential for violence.  I put forward the proposition that information is power, 
and subsequently, that an increase in a public’s capacity to access and leverage information in 
the political arena is akin to democratization.  I show that the subtle increase in public capacity 
occurring across authoritarian regimes resembles a transition to democracy on many important 
levels.  This project further enriches our understanding of international conflict in the 
information age.   
 
 A fifth project in this research agenda entitled, “Public Capacity as a Latent Variable” 
closely examines the concept of public capacity.  Public capacity is a construct that cannot be 
observed directly. How then should we measure public capacity?  Is public capacity simply a 
measure of a public’s access to information technology?  Is public capacity more accurately a 
measure of development that not only encompasses access to information technology, but also 
the degree of literacy, education, and polity that exist within a foreign public?  I am preparing 
these two projects to go out for review in the Fall of 2017.    
  
 In addition to my research on global public opinion and the effects of the Global 
Information Age, I am interested in questions concerning civil-military relations, specifically, 
community dynamics between military and civilian populations. In a project I presented at the 
International Studies Association- South entitled “In Defense of Social Capital:  An Examination 
of the Effects of Military Personnel on U.S. Communities” I shift attention from commonly 
emphasized economic variables to examine the social repercussions of large military populations 
in a community.  I find that high densities of military personnel diminish a community’s social 
capital, and subsequently, reduce the quality of life of service members, their families, and local 
residents.  These findings challenge the logic of consolidating military personnel on large and 
ever-increasing installations.  I posit that although consolidation of infrastructure and personnel 
may enhance economic efficiency in the near-term by eliminating overhead costs, the negative 
social implications associated with consolidation likely manifest in the form of a reduction in 
productivity, readiness, and retention rates.  The next step I plan to pursue in this research 
program is identifying the point at which military density ceases to enrich a community and 
begins to adversely affect social capital.   
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 In a final project, I plan to combine my research on foreign public opinion and civil-
military relations by examining how the density of U.S. military personnel stationed abroad 
affects a foreign public’s opinion of the United States.  Do foreign populations that live close to 
U.S. military installations and benefit economically from the presence of U.S. service members 
have a more positive view of the U.S?  Does the size of U.S. military installations abroad affect a 
foreign population’s view the U.S.?  This project acknowledges the duality of U.S. service 
members stationed abroad as both members of the military and ambassadors of public diplomacy 
and sheds light on troubling cases such as the U.S. military presence on Okinawa.  I plan to 
present this seventh project next year and send out for review shortly thereafter. 
   


